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Résumé / Summary

Spatial planning policy in Greece is undergoing a transitional phase as a result of the ongoing fiscal crisis and
the constant needs for facilitating all procedures that will lead to the desirable - regional and economic development of the country. Given this context, over the past years, a series of laws and legislative acts,
keep reforming not only rules and guidelines for the spatial development of the main economic sectors of the
country, but also the spatial planning system itself, so it can easily adapt to current or future needs for
development.
Starting in 2010, legislative framework and building regulations for most types of economic activities and
infrastructure were reformed, so that local and foreign investors and entrepreneurs would become more
interested in investing in the country and thus, contribute to the recovery of the Greek economy. Among the
most important new legislation, bringing about substantial changes to the development of Greek economic
sectors, are: Law 3894/2010 (regrading fast track procedures for strategic investments), Law 3982/2011 (for
the development of all kinds of entrepreneurial parks and industrial areas), Laws 4002/2011, 4179/2013 and
4276/2014 (for tourism resorts and facilities), Laws 4203/2013 and 4414/2016 (for Renewable Energy
Sources investments), and so on.
Under these circumstances the spatial planning system, too, had to undergo several adjustments, leading to
a double reform of the institutional law for spatial planning (in effect since 1999). First to be adopted was Law
4269 in June 2014 (for the reformation of urban and regional planning) and then – just in December 2016 –
Law 4447 came into force (for spatial planning and sustainable development), replacing the former.
The main changes that Law 4269 introduced in 2014 regarded the delimitation of spatial plans per level, so
that implementation was facilitated. In this case, Master Plans for metropolitan areas of Greece were
abolished, whilst plans at the lowest level (implementation plans, street plans, etc) were unified and simplified
so that their approval was accelerated. Further reforms were also made in governance issues as well as in
land-use patterns, regarding both the rural and urban space. However, reformations regrading land-uses
were soon abolished, resulting in the return to the previous law provisions, valid since 1987. The latest, law
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4447 of December 2016, although taking a step further regarding governance and policy issues, mainly
focused on the reform and simplification of spatial planning at the national level, as well as on the
improvement of planning procedures at the lowest levels.
However well-intentioned all the above reforms were, most of them signalised a turn of the spatial planning
system of Greece towards a more neoliberal approach. In fact, repeated changes of the planning legislation,
resulted in a series of delays in the approval of already finished plans and in the assignment of new ones.
Most importantly though, continuous reforms resulted in a confusion to planners (professionals, practitioners
and academics), as well as an entrepreneurial hesitance, despite the neoliberal orientation of most changes
introduced so that economic projects and investments were facilitated.

Bibliographie / Bibliography

Albrechts L, 2004, “Strategic (spatial) planning reexamined”, Environment and Planning B: Planning and
Design, 31, pp.743–758.
Allmendinger P. and Haughton G. (2010), “Spatial planning, devolution, and new planning spaces,
Environment and Planning C: Government and Policy, volume 28, pages 803 – 818.
Beriatos E. (2005), ‘Environmental policy and spatial planning in Greece. Institutional aspects’, Water, Air and
Soil Pollution: Focus, Vol. 4, no. 4-5, p. 433-444.
Beriatos E. (ed) (2002), Planning in Greece, Special Bulletin in the Frame of the 38th international planning
congress, ISOCARP: The Hague
Boland, P. (2007) ‘Unpacking the Theory-Policy Interface of Local Economic Development: An Analysis of
Cardiff and Liverpool’. In Urban Studies, 44(5-6): 1019-1039.
Commission of the European Communities (2000), The EU compendium of spatial planning systems and
policies Greece, Regional development studies, 28 G, Luxembourg: CEC.
Commission of the European Communities (1997), The EU compendium of spatial planning systems and
policies (Office for the official publications of the European Communities: Luxemburg).
Economou D. (2000), "Spatial planning system. Greek reality and international experience", Review of social
research, Volume 102-102 A’-B’, p.p. 3-58 (in Greek)
Faludi, A. (2010) ‘Centenary paper: European spatial planning: past, present and future’. In Town Planning
Review, 81(1): 1-22.
Getimis P. and Giannakourou G. (2014), “The evolution of spatial planning in Greece after the 1990’s:
drivers, direction and agents of change”, in M. Reimer, P. Getimis and H.H.Blotevogel (eds), Spatial planning
systems and practices in Europe: a comparative perspective on continuity and changes, Routledge: New
York
Giannakourou, G. (1999), “The new institutional framework for spatial planning in Greece (Law 2742/1999)”,
Environment and Law, pp. 519-523 (in Greek)
Koutoupa – Rengakos E. (2004) «L’évolution du droit de l’urbanisme en Grèce de 1999 à 2004» in
GRIDAUH, Droit de l’aménagement, de l’urbanisme et de l’habitat, Ed. du Moniteur, p. 717-727.
Krajewska M., &#377;róbek S., Šubic-Kova&#269; M. (2014), The role of spatial planning in the investment
process in Poland and Slovenia, Real Estate Management and Valuation, vol. 22, no. 2, s. 52-66.
Krugman, P. (1996a) Pop Internationalism, Cambridge, MA. MIT Press, pp. 3-23.
Kunzmann K. (2000), “Strategic spatial development through information and communication”, in W. Salet
and A. Faludi (eds), The revival of strategic spatial planning, Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and
Science: Amsterdam, pp.259-265.
Newman P. & Thornley A. (1996), Urban Planning in Europe; International Competition, National Systems &
Planning Projects, Routledge, London.
OECD (ed) (2000), ‘Environment Performance Reviews Greece’, Paris.
UNECE (2008), Spatial planning - key instrument for development and effective governance with special
reference to countries in transition, No 146, Economic Commission for Europe (No 146). Geneva – United
Nations, 2008.

Page 2/3

Vanolo, A. (2010) ‘European Spatial Planning Between Competitiveness and Territorial Cohesion: Shadows
of Neo-liberalism’. In European Planning Studies, 18(8): 1301-1315.

Page 3/3

