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Résumé / Summary

Abstract
In 2014, the European Parliament and the Council, adopted a certain framework in order to create a common
base for maritime spatial planning in Europe (2014/89/EU Directive). According to the commitments, until
2016 the Member States had to complete the transposition and designation of the Directive. The European
Commission, also designates that by 2021 Member States must establish maritime spatial plans.
During the last decade, huge progress is made in the field of research programs related to the maritime
spatial planning (MSP). Cross border projects, including Plan Bothnia, BaltSeaPlan, ADRIPLAN, Baltic
SCOPE and more recent Supreme – Eastern Mediterranean, are still trying to explore the MSP content,
prepare recommendations, identify best practices and launch maritime spatial plans. In some cases great
progress is made, like Plan Bothnia project that developed a draft maritime spatial plan, shared by Sweden
and Finland.
The interest now moves on identifying how EU member States can develop marine spatial plans, within a
certain MSP legislation. In most cases, the Member States have to overcome specific difficulties because of
the existing regulations and aspects in their planning systems, which somehow overlap or do not consider the
MSP approaches. On the one hand, in Greece, the recent reform of spatial planning legislation
(L.44447/2016) was a great opportunity for introducing the MSP into an integrated planning system. At the
same time, there was a public consultation for the transposition of Directive 2014/89/EU of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 23 July 2014 establishing a framework for maritime spatial planning into the
Greek Law. On the other hand, in France, although there is a tradition, with a variety of spatial planning tools
for the coastal zone, the MSP system has been less developed.
The purpose of the paper is to analyze the way that regulations regarding MSP, are adopted in Greek and
French legislative framework. Also, the paper tries to identify the basic choices of these two countries, on
implementing MSP, since there have been different options and trends, including sectorial or holistic
approaches for MSP, combination of MSP with integrated coastal zone management, and some other
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planning approaches like ecosystem based management. Thus, the article’s main goal is to investigate and
highlight the risks, the different approaches and the opportunities that these two countries have to consider,
in order to implement by 2021, a comprehensive maritime plan, in correlation with the EU framework.
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