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Résumé / Summary

Human activities in the marine environment lead to significant economic growth of coastal areas. The sea as
a "source" of development, has a key role in the development of such activities. Therefore, the
implementation of a management framework, such as Marine Spatial Planning is essential.
MSP includes a total of targeted actions for the right use of marine space. It is an appropriate cross – sectoral
tool that leads to spatial and temporal realisation of human activities in the marine space effectively and
sustainably. Also, MSP covers each coastal areas’ needs and shows respect for the environment while
leading to employment and competitiveness by promoting energy, development, shipping, aquaculture and
more. In other words, MSP enhances Blue Growth in coastal areas.
An integral part of MSP is Blue Growth, which redefines the scope of maritime activities such as aquaculture,
tourism and energy towards new prospects and the protection of the environment. Blue Growth, which is the
maritime approach of the European Strategy with a time frame for completion in 2020, consists of three main
parts: Measures for Integrated Marine Policy relating to integrated databases and data on the seabed,
Strategies for sea basins, which aimed at smoothing out environmental problems that these sea basins face
and Target areas for action that Blue Growth tries to develop and through which is applied to the marine
space.
MSP and Blue Growth find application also in the Greek maritime space. The basic context of Greek maritime
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space is unique as it represents almost one fifth of the country's territory consisting of an extensive coastline
and many small islands. Most islands are concentrated in the Aegean, mainly in the southern part of it,
creating one of the largest archipelagos of Greece. Greek maritime space has common characteristics but
also differences between the Aegean and the Ionian Sea that coupled with the fact that every island is a
special territorial area. However, it faces several developmental problems as a result of insularity and its
location at the Europeans boarders.
This paper explores the potential of a blue growth perspective on the development of island regions with
special focus on the Aegean. Insularity related problems, such as isolation and small scale, can be possibly
overcome to an extent taking advantage of the potential of blue growth strategies. The aim, therefore, is to
achieve greater economic growth, reducing any distortion, using best practices and recommendations.
These, combined with a right insular policy, can reduce the consequences of the phenomenon of insularity.
The adoption of Blue Growth, with the appropriate adaptations, can provide answers to these problems, while
preserving and enhancing the identity and characteristics of the islands.
The methodology which was adopted for this paper was primarily based on a SWOT analysis. That analysis
shown the strengths, the weaknesses, the opportunities and threats within and outside environment of the
islands of North and South Aegean region. Finally, as a result of this analysis emerged three scenarios: the
scenario of zero solution, the scenario of active interventions and the scenario of mild interventions. Choosing
the right scenario, combined with a set of proposals for addressing and resolving the problems that these
islands face, will lead to the right application and adoption of Blue Growth in Greek maritime space.
Keywords: Maritime Spatial Planning; Blue Growth; Insular Policy; Greek maritime space; North and South
Aegean region
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